NBC News takes a look back at the 1968 Democratic convention. The party divisions and police violence which traumatized the public in 1968 still influence the psychology of the Democratic party, and the way conventions are held.
Transcript
The 1968 Democratic National Convention LINDA ELLERBEE, anchor:
The Democratic Party, the majority party. It was so simple or seemed that way, there were more democrats than republicans, therefore there were more democratic presidents than republican presidents it was so for years, until 1968, an only one since then. It is possible the Democratic Party has never recovered since what happened in 1968, it is possible. To understand he party now, you have to see it then. The democrats were in power, but the country was in trouble over the war in Vietnam, and so the party was in trouble. Correspondent John Hart reports from Chicago, where in 1968 the democrats held a convention.
JOHN HART, reporting:
In the week before the convention, 300 Americans were killed in Vietnam, a typical week that year. In the 4 months before Robert Kennedy was murdered, Martin Luther King Jr. was murdered, 125 cities had riots including this one, where the mayor scolded his police for going too easy. Many young people were saying the system didn't work and when 10,000 of them came here to demonstrate that and some of them put a Vietnamese Communist flag on the statue of a civil war hero, the mayor's police did not go easy.
A federal investigation later concluded there had provocations been from the demonstrators, rocks bottles and other things thrown at police, but the response was, and in the words of the report 'unrestrained and indiscriminate police violence.' It was as if the normal restraints on human behavior, having been lifted in Vietnam were slipping dangerously in this country as well. The violence of the war, which divided the country, was echoed by violence in the streets, which divided the country further. Anti-war delegates were harassed on the floor. 
Mr. NEWMAN: They keep coming around all day checking our credentials, and it's time they stop.
There's nothing in the rules of the Democratic Party that says they have the right to check us every 10 minutes. They have harassed us an entire day.
CHANCELLOR: The Chicago police are now in the aisle here with billyclubs clearing people out, they aren't using them on people, they're carrying them and they're dragging people right out of the aisle here, it's a terrific crush. About one two three four five six, six police men, came in here, some of them wearing the blue helmets of the Chicago police force and they are dragging out the people that are involved in this.
One delegate from New York who objected to having his credentials checked. We were dealt with the same as they were, and we won I think in a convention, which is as fair as any has ever been.
HART: The establishment kept its power and lost the election. The outsiders were left with symbolic gestures, nominating a young black from Georgia for Vice President named Julian Bond, who had become a symbol of the rebellion Mr. JULIAN BOND: (from file footage) Fellow delegates the people of America are watching us now as indeed the whole world is watching us.
CROWD: The whole world is watching! The whole world is watching!
